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one will tell you that I do not take part in politics. But I cannot
refuse you. Your case is so strong, and your industry is so admirable,
that I cannot decline to take part in your meeting." Gandhi's mission
in Poona was a success.
He next proceeded to Madras, the home of Balasundaram, and
had the most enthusiastic audience in India. At the close of the
meeting there was a regular run on the Green Pamphlet. Gandhi
had to bring out a revised edition. In Madras he got generous help
from G. Parameshvaram Pillay, the editor of Madras Standard, and
G. Subramania Iyer of Hindu.
From Madras Gandhi proceeded to Calcutta, where he stayed in
the Great Eastern Hotel for he knew no one there. Surendranath
Banerjea was the first whom Gandhi met in Calcutta. He said: "I
am afraid people will not take interest in your work. As you know
our difficulties here are by no means few." Gandhi had no luck also
in the offices ofAmrita Bazar Patrika and Bangabasi. He saw the editors
of other papers. Gandhi was well received by the editors of Statesman
and Englishman. Mr. Sanders, the editor of Englishman, placed his
office and journal at Gandhi's disposal, after subjecting him to a
searching examination. He allowed Gandhi even the liberty of mak-
ing whatever changes he liked in the editorial on South Africa.
Before Gandhi could arrange a meeting in Calcutta, he received an
urgent telegram from Natal: "Parliament opens January return
soon.53 Gandhi wrote to newspapers the reason for his leaving
Calcutta abruptly and left for Bombay to catch the earliest steamer
for Natal. Gandhi's short stay in India was most fruitful. For the first
time he came in close touch with Indian leaders and enlightened the
people about the difficulties of Indian nationals in South Africa.
On November 28, 1896 Gandhi set sail by S. S. Courland, a second
time for South Africa, with Kasturbai and their two sons along with
the only son of his widowed sister.